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Report No: 

Meeting Date: 

Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 

STAFF REPORT 
TO: External Affairs Committee 

AC Transit Board of Directors 

FROM: Denise C. Standridge, Interim General Counsel 

SUBJECT: Introduction of Ordinance No. 16 

ACTION ITEM 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

14-241 

October 22, 2014 

Introduce, read by title only, and waive the first full reading of Ordinance No. 16, an Ordinance 
Regulating the Use of the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District's Registered Logo and Service 
Marks and repealing Ordinance No. 11. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Ordinance No. 11, regulating the use of the District's registered logo, was adopted on February 

9, 2000. On March 7, 2002, the Board authorized the General Manager to update the District's 

logo. Various versions of this logo were registered as service marks on April 25, 2005. The 

District simultaneously registered its service marks pertaining to its Rapid service and its 

hydrogen fuel program. Ordinance No. 11 was not updated to reflect the new logo, nor the 

other new service marks. 

BUDGETARY/FISCAL IMPACT: 

Other than the cost to publish the ordinance in a newspaper of general circulation, which is 
budgeted, there are no fiscal impacts resulting from the adoption of Ordinance No. 16. 

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 

Section 6.7 of Board Policy 100 discusses the procedures for adopting an ordinance. An 

ordinance may not be passed until at least three days after its introduction and must be passed 

at a regular meeting or an adjourned regular meeting. As such, Ordinance 16 is being 

introduced at this meeting and will be on the November agenda for adoption . Section 6.7 also 

requires that once an ordinance is adopted, it must be published once a week for two weeks. 

Absent an exception, a newly adopted ordinance does not take effect until thirty days after 

being passed. Therefore, Ordinance No. 16 will not take effect until December, assuming it is 

passed at the November meeting. 
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Ordinance No. 11 regulated the use of the District's logo that was created in 1960. The District 

updated its logo in 2002. The new logo, in varying forms, was registered with the California 

Secretary of State as service marks on April 25, 2005, as were two variations of the District's 

Rapid logo/design and Taking the HyROAD logo/design. Ordinance No. 11 does not address 

these new service marks.1 

On September 25, 2013, Staff Report 13-243 was presented and discussed, among other things, 

a slight change to the AC Transit logo. The Board did not express an objection and staff 

proceeded by slightly changing the shading and the font. This variation will need to be 

registered and will be included as a "registered service mark." In the future, changes to any of 

the AC Transit logos will be brought to the Board for approval, unless the Board wishes to 

delegate its authority to the General Manager for such minor changes. 

The language in Ordinance No. 16 updates language from Ordinance No. 11 to include use of all 

the registered service marks. Additionally, the language has been changed to reflect that the 

Board may authorize use of these service marks by four affirmative votes. New language was 

added to allow the use of these service marks for any advertisements of events or programs 

sponsored, even in part, by the District without the need of Board approval, whether they are 

District or third party advertisements. Additional language was added to allow the Board, by 

four affirmative votes, to delegate its authority to the General Manager. If said authority is 

delegated, the ordinance provides that the General Manager shall inform the Board, in the 

General Manager's quarterly report, of all authorizations approving use of the District's logo 

and/or service mark(s). Language was also included to provide an aggrieved party with a 

remedy if the General Manager denies a request to use the service mark(s). The Board may 

wish to delegate its authority to the General Manager for a specified period of time or for 

specific projects. 

ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES: 

The advantage of adopting the ordinance is to control the use of the District's logo and service 

marks. The disadvantage of adopting the ordinance is that the Board may have additional 

items placed on the agenda requesting approval to use the logo and service mark(s) unless it 

delegates its authority to the General Manager. 

1 (b) "Service mark" means any word, name, symbol, or device, or any combination thereof, 
used by a person to identify and distinguish the services of that person, including a unique 
service, from the services of others, and to indicate the source of the services, even if that 
source is unknown. Titles, character names used by a person, and other distinctive features of 
radio or television programs may be registered as service marks notwithstanding that they, or 
the programs, may advertise the goods of the sponsor. 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: 

One alternative is to not repeal Ordinance No. 11, which would result in the District not 

regulating its current service marks as they are not mentioned in Ordinance No. 11. The other 

alternative would be to repeal Ordinance No. 11, and not adopt Ordinance No. 16, which would 

also result in not regulating the use of the District's service marks. Neither alternative is 

recommended as the District desires to protect the use of its logo and service marks to insure 

that they are unique to the District. 

PRIOR RELEVANT BOARD ACTIONS/POLICIES: 

Ordinance 11, introduced January 26, 2000, and adopted on February 9, 2000. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1: Proposed Ordinance No. 16 
2. Ordinance No. 11 
3. 7 Certificates of Registration of Service Mark 

Reviewed by: 

Prepared by: 

David J. Armijo, General Manager 
Linda Nemeroff, District Secretary 
Denise C. Standridge, Interim General Counsel 
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ALAMEDA-CONTRA COSTA TRANSIT DISTRICT 

ORDINANCE NO. 16 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING 
THE USE OF THE ALAMEDA-CONTRA COSTA TRANSIT DISTRICT'S REGISTERED LOGOS AND 

SERVICE MARKS AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 11 

WHEREAS, the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (District) created a logo for its 
service when it began service in 1960; and 

WHEREAS, the District adopted Ordinance 11 on February 9, 2000 regulating the use of 
its registered logo to insure it was being used appropriately; and 

WHEREAS, on March 7, 2002, the District's Board of Directors authorized the General 
Manager to update the logo; and 

WHEREAS, on April 25, 2005, the District registered its logo as well as other service 
marks pertaining to its service, such as the Rapid and the Fuel Cell programs. (See attachments 
A through G); and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 16 was introduced at a regular meeting of the Board of 
Directors on October 22, 2014; 

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
does resolve as follows: 

Section 1. Prohibition 

A. It shall be unlawful for any individual, person, candidate for office, firm, 
corporation, entity or partnership, regardless of any nature or kind, however 
formed, regardless of whether for profit or nonprofit purposes, to use any of the 
District's logo and/or service marks in any manner whatsoever unless authorized 
by four affirmative votes ofthe District's Board of Directors or its designee. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any employee, agent or contractor of the District to use 
any of the District's logo and/or service marks in any manner which has not been 
authorized in advance by four affirmative votes of the District's Board of 
Directors or its designee. 

Section 2. Exceptions 

A. The provisions of this ordinance are inapplicable to the use by the District of its 
logo and/or service marks on goods, services or activities associated with the 
District's transit business, including but not limited to transit information; 
advertising; promotional, educational and outreach channels;stationery; vehicles 

Ordinance No. 16 Page 1 of 2 
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(revenue and non-revenue); facilities owned or leased by the District; District 
business cards; souvenir items; banners; apparel or goods authorized by any 
Collective Bargaining Agreements with a recognized District bargaining unit ; or 
advertisements of events or programs sponsored, even in part, by the District. 

B. Whenever the Board delegates, by four affirmative votes, its authority to 
approve the use of the District's logo and/or service marks to the District's 
General Manager, authority may then be granted via the General Manager. If 
said authority is delegated, the General Manager shall provide the Board with an 
annual report on all authorizations granted. If the General Manager denies the 
use of the District's logo and/or service mark(s), an aggrieved party may appeal 
this denial to the Board of Directors by written notice and the matter will be 
considered at the next scheduled Board meeting in which the matter can be 
agendized. 

Section 3. The use of the singular tense in this ordinance also includes the plural 

Section 4. Any violation of this ordinance shall be deemed a public nuisance and 
may be enforced by injunctive relief and any other civil remedy available to the District. 

Section 5. In the event any provision of this ordinance is held invalid or 
unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not invalidate or render 
unenforceable any other provisions ofthis ordinance. 

Section 6. This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after its adoption 
by the District's Board of Directors, which shall be at least three (3) days after its introduction. 
This ordinance shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks following its passage 
in a newspaper of general circulation within the District. 

Ordinance No. 16 Poge 2 of2 
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ORDINANCE NO. 11 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF THE ALAMEDA..CONTRA COSTA 
TRANSIT DISTRICT'S REGISTERED LOGO 

WHEREAS, the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (District) created a logo for its 
service when it began service in 1960; and 

WHEREAS, there are no regulations governing the use of the logo thereby making it 
available for use by anyone for any purpose regardless of whether the use is related or 
unrelated to District business, as well as the placement of the logo on personal 
correspondence, documents or apparel; and 

WHEREAS, in order to avoid confusion by the public and Insure that the Districfs logo 
is being used appropriately, this ordinance has been adopted by the Districfs Board of 
Directors; 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it enacted by the Board of Directors of the Alameda-Contra 
Costa Transit District as follows: 

tense. 

Section 1. Prohibition 

A. It shall be unlawful for any individual, person, firm, corporation, entity, or 
partnership, regardless of any nature or kind, however formed, regardless of 
whether for profit or nonprofit purposes, to use the District's logo in any manner 
whatsoever without first obtaining the written consent of the District's Board of 
Directors. The Districfs logo is identified in Attachment A to this ordinance and 
is Incorporated into it by reference, 

B. It shall be unlawful for any employee, agent or contractor of the District to use 
the Districfs logo in any manner which has not been approved in advance by the 
Districfs Board of Directors. 

Section 2. Exceptions 

A. The provisions of this ordinance are inapplicable to the use by the District of its 
logo on goods, services or activities associated with the Districfs transit 
business, including but not limited to its stationery; vehicles (revenue and non
revenue); to facilities owned or leased by the District; District business cards; 
apparel or goods sold at the District store or authorized by any Collective 
Bargaining Agreement with a recognized District bargaining unit; souvenir items; 
banners; and similar Items. 

B. Whenever authorized by four affirmative votes of the Board of Directors, 
including delegation of this authority to the General Manager or General 
Counsel, as appropriate. 

Section 3. The use of the singular tense in this ordinance also includes the plural 

Ordinance No. 11 Page 1 t1f 2 
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Section 4. Any violation of this ordinance shall be deemed a public nuisance and ' 
may be enforced by injunctive relief and any other civil remedy available to the District. 

Section 5. In the event any provision of this ordinance is held Invalid or 
unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not invalidate or render 
unenforceable any other provisions of the ordinance. 

Section El. This ordinance shall become effective thirtY (30) days after its adoption 
which shall be at least three days after its introduction. This ordinance shall be published once 
a week for two consecutive weeks following its passage in a newspaper of general publication 
within the District. 

ORDINANCE NO. 11 was Introduced at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors held 
on January 26, 2000 and adopted at a regular meeting held on the 9th day of February 2000 
by the votes Indicated below. /) 

4~ 
ATTEST: 

%~·s:;;;; 
I, Frances Miller-Rogers, District Secretary for the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit 

District. do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of 
the Board of Directors held on January 26, 2000 by a vote of four ayes (Piras, Hawley, Killian 
and Peeples) and three noes (Creason, Cross and Williams) and adopted at a Regular 
Meeting of the Board of Directors held on the 9th day of February 2000, by the following ron call 
vote: 

AYES: DIRECTORS: 

NOES: DIRECTORS: 
ABSENT: DIRECTORS: 
ABSTAIN: DIRECTORS: 

Approved as to Form: 

Otr//nsnce No. ff 

Piras, Williams, Hawley, Vice President Killian, and 
President Peeples 
Cross 
None 
Creason 

. 

' ~2·~~· *"' :> . . F nces Miller-RogerslStri~ tary 

Pega2of2 
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State of California 
Secretary of State 

Att. 3 to SR 14-241 

Service Mark Reg. No. 060552 Class No. INT 39 
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF SERVICE MARK 

I, BRUCE McPHERSON, Secretary of State of the State of California, hereby certify: 

That in accordance with the application filed in this office the SERVICE MARK 
described below has been duly registered in this office on behalf of: 

Name of Applicant: Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
Business Address: 1600 Franklin St., Oakland, CA 94612 
Date First Used in California: August 2002 
Date First Used Anywhere: August 2002 
Description of Service Mark: AC TRANSIT & DESIGN - see original application 
Description of Services with Which the Service Mark is Used: Transit service 
A copy, specimen, facsimile, counterpart or a reproduction of the mark is attached 
Date of Registration: April 25, 2005 
Term of Registration Extends to and Includes: April 25, 2015 

NP-25 (REV 03131105) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I execute 
this certificate and affix the Great 
Seal of the State of California this 
29th day of April, 2005. 

BRUCE McPHERSON 
Secretary of State 
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A COPY, SPECIMEN, FACSIMILE, COUNTERPART OR 
REPRODUCTION OF SERVICE MARK REG. NO. 060552 

SEC/STATE FORM TM-107-S 
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,_ 

State of California 
Secretary of State 

Service Mark Reg. No. 060553 Class No. INT 39 
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF SERVICE MARK 

I, BRUCE McPHERSON, Secretary of State of the State of California, hereby certify: 

That in accordance with the application filed in this office the SERVICE MARK 
described below has been duly registered in this office on behalf of: 

Name of Applicant: Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
Business Address: 1600 Franklin St., Oakland, CA 94612 
Date First Used in California: 2003 
Date First Used Anywhere: 2003 
Description of Service Mark: AC TRANSIT & DESIGN - see original application 
Description of Services with Which the Service Mark is Used: Public transit bus 
service 
A copy, specimen, facsimile, counterpart or a reproduction of the mark is attached 
Date of Registration: April 25, 2005 
Term of Registration Extends to and Includes: April25, 2015 

NP-25 (REV 03131105) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I execute 
this certificate and affix the Great 
Seal of the State of California this 
29th day of April, 2005. 

BRUCE McPHERSON 
Secretary of State 
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A COPY, SPECIMEN, FACSIMILE, COUNTERPART OR 

REPRODUCTION OF SERVICE MARK REG. NO. 060553 

SEC/STATE FORM TM-107-S 
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. . . 060553 

AC Transit Solid Logo 
The main elements of the AC Transit solid logo mark are a large uppercase "A" 

and "C." Both letters are in block type. Each letter is divided into two solid black bands 
of color, between which there is a negative space measuring approximately one-quarter 
of the width of each band. 

The right leg of the letter "A" forms a 90-degree angle with the crossbar. The 
bottom edge of the crossbar is flush with both the bottom of the right leg of the "A" and 
the bottom of the letter "C." The crossbar extends beyond left leg of the letter "A" and 
forms a beveled edge. The left leg of the letter "A" extends slightly below the baseline of 
the two letters. 

The bottom of the letter "C" forms a horizontal plane. The vertical stroke of the 
"C" angles upward slightly towards the right, making the letter appear italicized. The top 
of the letter "C" forms a horizontal line, which is parallel to the bottom plane of the letter. 
The open sides of the letter both end in beveled edges. 

Cradled within the aperture of the letter "C," the word "TRANSIT" is centered in 
black type, all capital letters. The letters are skewed slightly towards the right, making 
them appear italicized. 
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State of California 
Secretary of State 

Service Mark Reg. No. 060554 Class No. INT 39 
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF SERVICE MARK 

I, BRUCE McPHERSON, Secretary of State of the State of California, hereby certify: 

That in accordance with the application filed in this office the SERVICE MARK 
described below has been duly registered in this office on behalf of: · 

Name of Applicant: Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
Business Address: 1600 Franklin St., Oakland, CA 94612 
Date First Used in California: 2004 
Date First Used Anywhere: 2004 
Description of Service Mark: TAKING THE HYROAD- see original application 
Description of Services with Which the Service Mark is Used: Public transit bus 
service 
A copy, specimen, facsimile, counterpart or a reproduction of the mark is attached 
Date of Registration: April 25, 2005 
Term of Registration Extends to and Includes: April25, 2015 

NP-25 (REV 03131105) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I execute 
this certificate and affix the Great 
Seal of the State of California this 
29th day of April, 2005. 

BRUCE McPHERSON 
Secretary of State 
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A COPV, SPECIMEN, FACSIMILE, COUNTERPART OR 

REPRODUCTION OF SERVICE MARK REG. NO. 0G0554 

h 
... Chevron yurogen 

~ 
....... 
AlaQI/.u1n 
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If 
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SEC/STATE FORM TM-107-8 
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State of California 
Secretary of State 

Service Mark Reg. No. 060555 Class No. INT 39 
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF SERVICE MARK 

I, BRUCE McPHERSON, Secretary of State of the State of California, hereby certify: 

That in accordance with the application filed in this office the SERVICE MARK 
described below has been duly registered in this office on behalf of: 

Name of Applicant: Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
Business Address: 1600 Franklin St., Oakland, CA 94612 
Date First Used in California: 2003 
Date First Used Anywhere: 2003 
Description of Service Mark: RAPID & DESIGN -see original application 
Description of Services with Which the Service Mark is Used: Public transit bus 
service 
A copy, specimen, facsimile, counterpart or a reproduction of the mark is attached 
Date of Registration: April25, 2005 
Term of Registration Extends to and Includes: Apri125, 2015 

NP-25 (REV 03131105) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I execute 
this certificate and affix the Great 
Seal of the State of California this 
29th day of April, 2005 . 

. ·~ 
BRUCE McPHERSON 
Secretary of State 
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A COPY, SPECIMEN, FACSIMILE, COUNTERPART OR 

REPRODUCTION OF SERVICE MARK REG. NO. 060555 

San Pablo Rapid Business Partnership Program Request for More Information 
YES, we ore inleresled in find ing oul more oboul lhe AC Tronsil Son Pablo Rapid Business Porlnership Program. 
I underslond our inleresl does nol obligate our company lo porlicipole in the program. 

Nome: 

~tie: 

Address: 

City ond Zip Code: 

Phono NumLer: foK Number: 

E-moil Address: Web Site Address: 

Type of Business: I of Employees: 

MOVING YOU F ASTER & BE T T ER 

SEC/STATE FORM TM-107-S 



184

..... 

State of California 
Secretary of State 

Service Mark Reg. No. 060556 Class No. INT 39 
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF SERVICE MARK 

I, BRUCE McPHERSON, Secretary of State of the State of California, hereby certify: 

That in accordance with the application filed in this office the SERVICE MARK 
described below has been duly registered in this office on behalf of: 

Name of Applicant: Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
Business Address: 1600 Franklin St., Oakland, CA 94612 
Date First Used in California: 2003 
Date First Used Anywhere: 2003 
Description of Service Mark: RAPID & DESIGN- see original application 
Description of Services with Which the Service Mark is Used: Public transit bus 
service 
A copy, specimen, facsimile, counterpart or a reproduction of the mark is attached 
Date of Registration: April 25, 2005 
Term of Registration Extends to and Includes: April 25, 2015 

NP-25 (REV 03131105) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I execute 
this certificate and affix the Great 
Seal of the State of California this 
29th day of April, 2005. 

BRUCE McPHERSON 
Secretary of State 
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A COPY, SPECIMEN, FACSIMILE, COUNTERPART OR 

REPRODUCTION OF SERVICE MARK REG. NO. 060556 

Y 0 U T 0 A L A- u N C H E V E N T 

SEC/STATE FORM TM-1 07-S 
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State of California 
Secretary of State 

Service Mark Reg. No. 060557 Class No. INT 39 
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF SERVICE MARK 

I, BRUCE McPHERSON, Secretary of State of the State of California, hereby certify: 

That in accordance with the application filed in this office the SERVICE MARK 
described below has been duly registered in this office on behalf of: 

Name of Applicant: Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
Business Address: 1600 Franklin St., Oakland, CA 94612 
Date First Used in California: 2003 
Date First Used Anywhere: 2003 
Description of Service Mark: AC TRANSIT & DESIGN - see original application 
Description of Services with Which the Service Mark is Used: Public . transit bus 
service 
A copy, specimen, facsimile, counterpart or a reproduction of the mark is attached 
Date of Registration: April 25, 2005 
Term of Registration Extends to and Includes: Apri125, 2015 

NP-25 (REV 03131105) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I execute 
this certificate and affix the Great 
Seal of the State of California this 
29th day of April, 2005. 

BRUCE McPHERSON 
Secretary of State 



187

A COPY, SPECIMEN, FACSIMILE, COUNTERPART OR 

REPRODUCTION OF SERVICE MARK REG. N0. __ 0_6_0_5_5_7 

Alomedo-Conrro Costa Transit District 
1600 Franklin Street 

Ooklond, CA 94612 

I 

JOIN US 

SEC/STATE FORM TM-107-S 

OCTOBER 9TH! 

) 
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State of California 
Secretary of State 

Service Mark Reg. No. 060558 Class No. INT 39 
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF SERVICE MARK 

I, BRUCE McPHERSON, Secretary of State of the State of California, hereby certify: 

That in accordance with the application filed in this office the SERVICE MARK 
described below has been duly registered in this office on behalf of: 

Name of Applicant: Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
Business Address: 1600 Franklin St., Oakland, CA 94612 
Date First Used in California: 2002 
Date First Used Anywhere: 2002 
Description of Service Mark: AC TRANSIT & DESIGN - see original application 
Description of Services with Which the Service Mark is Used: Public transit bus 
service 
A copy, specimen, facsimile, counterpart or a reproduction of the mark is attached 
Date of Registration: April 25, 2005 
Term of Registration Extends to and Includes: April25, 2015 

NP-25 (REV 03131105) 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I execute 
this certificate and affix the Great 
Seal of the State of California this 
29th day of April, 2005. 

BRUCE McPHERSON 
Secretary of State 
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A COPY, SPECIMEN, FACSIMILE, COUNTERPART OR 

REPRODUCTION OF SERVICE MARK REG. NO. 060558 

SEC/STATE FORM TM-107-S 
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